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WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF  SOCIETY? TWO VIEWS 
 
The Organic Society: 
 

 The family is the association established by nature for the supply of men’s every-day wants, 
and the members of it are called … “companions of the cupboard,” and … “companions of the 
manger.” But when several families are united, and the association aims at something more than 
the supply of daily needs, then comes into existence the village. And the most natural form of the 
village appears to be that of a colony from the family, composed of the children and grandchildren, 
who are said to be “suckled with the same milk.” … Every family is ruled by the eldest, and 
therefore in the colonies of the family the kingly form of government prevailed because they were 
of the same blood. 
 When several villages are united in a single community, perfect and large enough to be nearly 
or quite self-sufficing, the state comes into existence, originating in the bare needs of life, and 
continuing in existence for the sake of a good life. And therefore, if the earlier forms of society are 
natural, so is the state, for it is the end of them, and the [completed] nature is the end. … 
 Hence it is evident that the state is a creation of nature, and that man is by nature a political 
animal. And he who by nature and not by mere accident is without a state, is either above 
humanity, or below it; he is the “Tribeless, lawless, hearthless one” whom Homer denounces—the 
outcast who is a lover of war … . 
 

--Aristotle, the Politics, Book 1, Chapter 2 
 
 
The Social Contract: 
 

 Men being … by nature, all free, equal, and independent, no one can be put out of this estate, 
and subjected to the political power of another, without his own consent. The only way whereby 
any one divests himself of his natural liberty, and puts on the bonds of civil society, is by agreeing 
with other men to join and unite into a community for their comfortable, safe, and peaceable living 
one amongst another, in a secure enjoyment of their properties, and a greater security against any, 
that are not of it. … When any number of men have so consented to make one community or 
government, they are thereby presently incorporated, and make one body politic, wherein the 
majority have a right to act and conclude the rest. 

 For when any number of men have, by the consent of every individual, made a community, 
they have thereby made that community one body, with a power to act as one body, which is only 
by the will and determination of the majority: for that which acts any community, being only the 
consent of the individuals of it, and it being necessary to that which is one body to move one way; 
it is necessary the body should move that way whither the greater force carries it, which is the 
consent of the majority: or else it is impossible it should act or continue one body, one community, 
which the consent of every individual that united into it, agreed that it should; and so every one is 
bound by that consent to be concluded by the majority.  

 
--John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Chapter 7 (1689) 


