
AUTHORITY ACCORDING TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

GOD THE FATHER 
 
 

GOD THE SON (JESUS CHRIST) 
 
 

DISCIPLES/APOSTLES,  
INSPIRED BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
 

PASS DOWN TO BISHOPS THEIR AUTHORITY 
TO TEACH ALL CHRISTIANS THE TRUTHS OF 

CHRISTIANITY AND AUTHORITATIVELY 
INTERPRET THE BIBLE 

WRITE DOWN SOME BUT NOT ALL OF THE 
TRUTHS REVEALED TO THEM BY CHRIST AND 
THE HOLY SPIRIT--THESE WRITINGS BECOME 

PART OF THE BIBLE KNOWN AS THE NEW 
TESTAMENT

 
BISHOPS (ASSISTED BY PRIESTS) 
 

 
BISHOPS (ASSISTED BY PRIESTS) 
 

 
BISHOPS (ASSISTED BY PRIESTS) 
 

ETC., DOWN TO THE PRESENT DAY 
 

FAILURE TO KNOW AND TO FOLLOW THE TRUTHS OF CHRISTIANITY AS REVEALED BY GOD/TAUGHT BY THE BISHOPS = RISK OF GOING TO HELL



 
AUTHORITY IN PROTESTANTISM  

(DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS VARY IN SPEFICS, SOMETIMES WIDELY) 
 
 

GOD THE FATHER 
 
 

GOD THE SON (JESUS CHRIST) 
 
 

DISCIPLES/APOSTLES,  
INSPIRED BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
 
 

DISCIPLES/APOSTLES WRITE DOWN THE KEY TRUTHS REVEALED TO THEM BY CHRIST AND THE HOLY 
SPIRIT--THESE WRITINGS BECOME PART OF THE BIBLE KNOWN AS THE NEW TESTAMENT  

 
 
 
 

LAITY  (ALL NON-CLERGY) MAY/MUST INTERPRET THE BIBLE AUTHORITATIVELY FOR THEMSELVES, AS 
GUIDED BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

 
 
 

FAILURE TO KNOW AND TO FOLLOW THE TRUTHS OF CHRISTIANITY AS REVEALED BY GOD IN THE BIBLE = RISK OF GOING TO HELL 


